Plasmids as scribbling pads for operon formation and propagation.
Many bacterial genes are in operons and the process whereby operons are formed is therefore fundamental. To help elucidate this process, we propose in the Scribbling Pad hypothesis that bacteria have been constantly using plasmids for genetic experimentation and, in particular, for the construction of operons. This hypothesis simultaneously solves the problems of the creation of operons and the way operons are propagated. We cite results in the literature to support the hypothesis and make experimental predictions to test it.